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White River Field Office to Amend Its 
Resource Management Plan Regarding 
Wild Horses in West Douglas 
 Bureau of Land Manage-
t White River Field Office
ntly published a Notice of

nt in the Federal Register
 page 2) to let the public

w that they are initiating the
cess to amend the White
er Resource Management
n regarding management of
 horses in the West Douglas
d Area (see map on page 3).
 purpose of the planning

cess is to identify the most
ropriate strategy for manag-
wild horses within the herd 

a while protecting other re-
rce values, providing for
tiple uses, and improving the
lth of public lands.   

rently the Resource Man-
ment Plan directs BLM to
ntain a herd of up to 50
ses for a period of 10 years
til 2007), and then remove all 
 horses from the herd area.
ough the amendment plan-
 process BLM will identify
 analyze a full range of
rnatives and may change
 decision. 

lication of the Notice of
nt marked the beginning of

scoping period for this 
ject.  The purpose of the
ping period is to identify is-
s and concerns for con-
ration during development
For more Information: 
 
Contact Scott Pavey 
 
Phone: (970) 878-3831 
 
Email: 
scott_pavey@co.blm.gov 
 
 

White River Field Office 
73544 Hwy 64 

Meeker, CO 81641 

the plan amendment. The
ite River Field Office Staff
 already identified several 
potential issues.  These issues
are listed in the federal register
notice found on page 2 of this
bulletin.  The public is also in-
vited to review and provide com-
ments on the planning criteria
found on page 5.  The scoping
period has been extended
beyond the dates specified in
the Notice of intent.  BLM will
consider all scoping comments
received on or before Sep-
tember 1, 2002.  You may send
written comments to the White
River Field Office at either the
postal or email address listed in
the lower left corner of this
page.  In addition, BLM will hold
public scoping meetings in
August to allow interested
parties to voice their concerns in
person: 

 
Public Scoping Meetings 

 
August 26 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM
 BLM White River 
 Field Office 
 73544 Hwy 64 
 Meeker, CO 
 
August 28 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM
 Student Center 
 CNCC Campus 
 Rangely, CO 
 
August 29 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM
 BLM 
 Grand Junction 
 Field Office 
 2815 H Road 
 Grand Junction, CO
July 8, 200
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Where is the West Douglas Herd Area? 
 
 The West Douglas Herd Area is located in Northwestern Colorado, 
southwest of the town of Rangely.  It is approximately 50 miles north of Grand 
Junction.  Its eastern boundary is State Highway 139, which runs south from 
Rangely to Interstate 70. 

 
 
 
 
 

 3



July 8, 2002 West Douglas Herd Area 
Planning Bulletin #1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dat
 
06/

 
07/

 
8/2
 
8/2
 
8/2
 
11/
 
12/

 
03/

 
05/

 
07/

 
09/
 
Note

 

Tentative Schedule for the planning process 
e Event 

25/02 
 
Notice of Intent published in Federal Register 
 
Begin Public Scoping Period 

09/02 
 
Bulletin #1 Distributed 
 
Public review of Planning Criteria 

6/02 
 
Public Scoping Meeting in Meeker, CO 

8/02 
 
Public Scoping Meeting in Rangely, CO 

9/02 
 
Public Scoping Meeting in Grand Junction, CO 

02 – 12/02 
 
White River Staff analyzes management situation 

02 – 02/03 
 
White River Staff formulates alternatives and develops Proposed Plan 
Amendment/Environmental Assessment 

03 
 
Proposed Plan Amendment/Environmental Assessment issued for 30-
day public review. 
 
Public meetings (exact dates, times, and locations will be published 
in future bulletins and local newspapers) 
  

03 
 
Finalize Plan Amendment/Environmental Assessment incorporating 
changes as need, from public comments 
 
Governor’s 60-day Consistency Review 
 
Begin 30-day public protest period 

03 
 
Resolve protests 
 
Prepare Decision Record 

03 
 
Amendment approved by State Director 

:  Six-digit dates are month/day/year. Two-digit dates are month/year.
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Send Comments to: 
 
Postal Address: 

 
Bureau of Land Management
White River Field Office 
ATTN: Scott Pavey 
73544 Hwy 64 
Meeker, CO  81641 
 
 
Email Address: 
 
scott_pavey@co.blm.gov 

Preliminary Planning Criteria 
 
During its initial internal planning sessions, the 
White River BLM Staff developed the 
preliminary planning criteria listed below.   
Planning criteria establish constraints, 
guidelines, and standards for the planning 
process.  They help to define the scope of the 
process, and estimate the extent of data 
collection and analysis.  BLM may modify 
these preliminary criteria based on public 
comments.  You may send written comments, 
before September 1, 2002, to either the postal 
or email address listed at the right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preliminary Planning Criteria Developed by the White River BLM Staff: 
 
1. The planning area is defined as the public and private lands within, or immediately adjacent to 
the West Douglas Herd Area as specified in the White River Resource Management Plan.  
 
2.  All alternatives (with the exception of continued current management) must comply with the 
Wild and Free Roaming Horses and Burros Act and 43 CFR Part 4700.  
 
3.  Management of Wild Horses will not cause excessive harm to the thriving natural ecological 
balance (TNEB). As a result of this RMP amendment, the planning area will meet public land 
health standards or move toward meeting the standards from the current situation. 
 
4.  Data analysis will include an evaluation of herd genetic viability. 
 
5.  BLM must be able to accomplish the actions required by the plan amendment utilizing 
current and foreseeable future fiscal and human resources. 

pplicable. 

iver 
roposed Resource Management Plan remains valid and will be used for analysis. 

 
6.  The planning process will determine forage allocation within the planning area for wild 
horses, livestock, and wildlife. 
 
7.  The Environmental Assessment will include an analysis of capture techniques that may be 
used to gather wild horses from within or adjacent to the herd area in the future. 
 
8.  Current vegetative assessments for the planning area are valid and no additional vegetative 
inventory will be necessary. 
 
9.  The Environmental Assessment will include an economic and fiscal impact analysis. 
  
10.  Decisions in the White River Resource Management Plan regarding management of the Oil 
Springs Mountain Wilderness Study Area for wilderness character and values remain 
a
 
11.  The Reasonable Foreseeable Development scenario found in the 1997 White R
P
 


	Date
	Public meetings (exact dates, times, and locations will be published in future bulletins and local newspapers)


